
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

WELCOME BY PASTOR 

P:  Today we will see that love means obedience to God.   Out of love for our risen Lord we want to 
obey his commands.  As we are told in John 14:23: “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  
My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” 

   
HYMN:  “Speak, O Lord”    CWS 735 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your Holy Word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory. 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility; 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of pow'r that can never fail— 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us— 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises, 
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name 

of the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 



P: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

 

I forgive you all your sin in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
PRAISE BAND ANTHEM:  “This is Amazing Grace” 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness,  
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder,  
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

    Refrain:    
This is amazing grace  This is unfailing love 
That You would take my place   That You would bear my cross 
You lay down Your life   That I would be set free 
Oh, Jesus, I sing for   All that You've done for me 

Who brings our chaos back into order,  
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 
The King of Glory, the King of Glory. 
Who rules the nations with truth and justice,  
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

    Refrain 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

    Refrain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes for you.  Inspire us to think those 
things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always 
make our petitions according to your gracious will;  through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 

LESSON: 1 John 3:13-18 

Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world hates you.   We know that we have 
passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in 
death.  Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life residing in him. 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers and sisters.  If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or 
sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?  Dear 
children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 



GOSPEL: John 14:15 – 21 
“If you love me, keep my commands.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will 
be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  Before long, the world will not see 
me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will realize 
that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  Whoever has my commands and 
keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too 
will love them and show myself to them.” 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN: “Glorious in Majesty”         CW 496  

Glorious in majesty, Holy in his praises, 
Jesus, our Savior and our King. 
Born a man, yet God of old, Let us all adore him;  
Filled with his Spirit, let us sing. 
Living is to love him, Serving him to know his freedom,  
Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 
 

Victory he won for us, Freeing us from darkness, 
Dying and rising from the dead. 
Living with the Father now, yet he is among us;  
We are the body, he the head. 
Living is to love him, Serving him to know his freedom,  
Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 
 

One in love, as family, Living with each other. 
Gladly we share each other’s pain. 
Yet he will not leave us so; Soon he is returning,  
Taking us back with him to reign. 
Living is to love him, Serving him to know his freedom,  
Come along with us to join the praise of Jesus. 



SERMON: Genesis 4:1-16 
 

Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, 
“With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.”  Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. 

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.  In the course of time Cain brought some of the 
fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD.  And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions 
from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but 
on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was 
downcast. 

Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?  If you do what is 
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it 
desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 

Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.”[d] While they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the 
ground. Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand.  When you work the ground, it will no longer yield 
its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 

Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear.  Today you are driving me from 
the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and 
whoever finds me will kill me.” 

But the LORD said to him, “Not so[e]; anyone who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times 
over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him.  So Cain 
went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod,[f] east of Eden. 

 

What Is Christian Obedience? 
 
 
 
HYMN:  “Thee Will I Love My Strength, My Tower”      CW 476  v. 1, 2 

 

Thee will I love, my strength, my tower;  Thee will I love, my hope, my joy. 
Thee will I love with all my power, with ardor time shall ne’er destroy.  
Thee will I love, O Light divine, So long as life is mine. 
 
Thee will I love, my life, my Savior, Who art my best and truest friend. 
Thee will I love and praise forever.  For never shall the kindness end. 
Thee will I love with all my heart – Thou my Redeemer art! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+4%3A1-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-88d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+4%3A1-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-95e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+4%3A1-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-96f


OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be and abide with us all. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                 CW 332 

Go, my children, with my blessing, Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own. 
In my love's baptismal river 
I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing - You are my own. 
 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son's story; 
Here you touched him, saw his glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 
 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, Closer to me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit's power filled you; 
Here his tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 
 

I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace; 
I the Lord will be your Father, 
Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, my children; I will keep you And give you peace. 
 


